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but if they would like to come she would invite them. So, after they had changed, and we had got the mud off our shoes, we met round a glowing fire in the oval sitting room on the second floor and had an hour of delightful talk. They asked me to dinner, but I declined.
I did not see the President again until several days later when I dined at the White House, though meantime Helen and I had several walks together. Then on April 7, 1915, Helen called me on the telephone to ask if I would go for a drive with her instead of walking. If so she would send die car for me and I could pick her up as she was detained and could not get off as early as she had hoped. When I reached the White House I was amazed to find the President ready to go with us. He insisted upon sitting in the front seat by Robinson, die chauffeur, and having Mr. Murphy, the Secret Service agent, occupy one of the chairs, leaving Helen and me alone on the back seat of the big open touring car.
The President seemed very tired and desirous of rest. Though Helen and I chatted like magpies, we let him be quiet; and I don't diink he spoke from the time we left until our return about five-thirty. Then they both begged me to come back and dine with them, as they were entirely alone. So I went, and after a quiet little dinner we three sat around the fire and discussed books, and he read aloud several delightful things. He was one of the best readers I have ever heard, and he loved books and good English so that his own keen appreciation and enthusiasm added beauty to them. In reading aloud he would close a book and give some explanation of an involved passage, saying: "Don't you think there he meant so and so?" or, laughingly, "If I had written that when I was a boy my father would have made me rewrite it until I really said what I meant!"
That night he told me of the unusual relationship between him and his father, and of the infinite pains the latter took with his training and education, saying that even when he was a very young boy his father made him a partner in his